10. 


Shila said, “We have always been second.” Samuel agreed to be 
seated third in line. 


11:8: Three scrolls did they find in the Temple courtyard. These were 
the Maon scroll [“Dwelling’’], the Zaatuti scroll [“Little ones” ], and 
the He- scroll. In one of these scrolls they found it written, “The 
eternal God is your dwelling place (maon)” (Deut. 33:27: “The eternal 
God is your dwelling place, and underneath are the everlasting arms. 
And he thrust out the enemy before you, and said, ‘Destroy’”’). And in 
two of the scrolls it was written, “The eternal God is your dwelling 
place” (meonah). They confirmed the reading found in the two and 
abrogated the other. In one of them they found written, “They sent the 
little ones of the people of Israel” (Ex. 24:5: “And he sent young men 
of the people of Israel, who offered burnt offerings and sacrificed 
peace offerings of oxen to the Lord’’)..And in the two it was written, 
“They sent young men....” They confirmed the two and abrogated the 
other. In one of them they found written, “He [he written in the 
feminine spelling] nine times, and in two, they found it written that 
way eleven times.” They confirmed the reading found in the two and 
abrogated the other. 


11:9: Said R. Levi, “A scroll listing genealogies they found in 
Jerusalem, and in it were written the following: “‘Hillel derives from 
David; Ben Jesep from Assaf; Ben Sisit Hakkeset from Abner; Ben 
Qobisin from Ahab; Ben Kalba Sabua from Caleb; “‘R. Yannai from 
Eli; Ben Yehud from Sepphoris; R. Hiyya the Elder from the children 
of Shephatiah son of Abital [2 Sam. 3:4); R. Yosé b. R. Halapta from 
the children of Jonadab b. Rechab; R. Nehemiah from Nehemiah the 
Tirshathite.’”’ 


11:10: It has been taught: What is the proper order of reclining at a 
meal? When there are two couches, the eldest among them goes up and 
reclines at the head of the upper couch, the second to him below him, 
[and so on]. When there are three couches, the oldest of them goes up 
and reclines at the head of the middle couch, the one second to him 
above, the one third, below. And so they arrange themselves further [T. 
Ber. 5:5]. 


If:11: Jacob bar Aha in the name of R. Yosé: “Under no circumstances 
does the world endure, except on the basis of the offerings.” There we 
have learned: Simeon the Righteous was one of the remnants of the 
Great Assembly. He would say, “On three things the world stands: 
Torah, sacrificial cult, and deeds of loving kindness” [M. Abot I:3]. 
“And the three of them derive from a single verse of Scripture [Is. 


